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Invitations to submit 
Expressions of Interest 

for artistic and artisan elements 
for the Pictou Culture Hub: 

New Pictou Library and Renovated deCoste Theatre 
 

Deadline for Stage One submissions:  

Friday, September 15, 4:00 pm. 

Electronic or hard copy submission accepted 

 

Submit to:  

 Artists and Artisans Review Panel 
 Care of, Eric Stackhouse, Chief Librarian 
 182 Dalhousie Street, New Glasgow 
 PO Box 276 
 New Glasgow, NS, B2H 5E3 
 expressions@parl.ns.ca 
 
 
Questions can be directed to Eric Stackhouse, Chief Librarian, or Trecia Schell, Community Services 
Librarian, Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library (902) 755-6031 or toll free 1-866-779-7761. 
 
Information about the Pictou Culture Hub can be found at www.culturehubpc.ca. 
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Background 
 
The Artists and Artisans Review Panel are inviting Expressions of Interest from the artistic and artisan 
community for several original* elements to be part of the project. The Committee represents the Town 
of Pictou, the Municipality of Pictou County, the Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library, the deCoste Centre 
for Arts and Creativity, and includes Dale Archibald of Archibald and Fraser Architects Ltd. 
 
Key themes in the Culture Hub Project include: 
 

• A welcoming space for everyone to come together – residents, newcomers, all ages, 
backgrounds, and abilities. 

• Respect and celebration of all histories, cultures, and experiences in the wider community. 
• Stewardship of our community, socially, culturally, economically, and environmentally. 
• A celebration of arts and culture, including the written word and language, to transform and 

enrich lives. 
 
More information and a building and site plans can be found at www.culturehubpc.ca. 
 
* While the panel recognizes there are many worthwhile works of art held by artists, collectors, and 
galleries, the goal is to showcase original artwork created specifically for this project.  

Construction is now underway with completion by Spring 2024. All elements will need to be completed 
and installed for opening day unless arrangements are made otherwise. 

It is recognized installation of each piece will require working closely with the architect and contractor. 
This will be arranged, and any special installation requirements, as part of the project/artist contract. 

Review Panel members working on behalf of the Project Working Committee: 

• Carissa Ainslie 
• Dale Archibald 
• Dan Currie 
• Cheryl Denny 
• Crystal Murray 
• Debbi Sobey 
• Andrea Terry 
• Debi Wadden 

 
Support staff: 
 

• Eric Stackhouse 
• Trecia Schell 
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Specific elements being considered: 
 

1. Exterior pieces (4). 
 
Approximate locations, please see Appendix A for details: 
1. Water Street Patio;  
2. Harbourside Entrance or Patio;  
3. Near the Harbour Stair (this element to be reflective of the harbour and water in some way); 
4. Entrance to the Jitney Trail (this element to be reflective of the history and use of the Jitney 

Trail). 
 
Size of area: Approximate footprint is 3 feet by 3 feet for each. 
Form: Material must be durable, easily maintained, suitable and safe for high traffic public area. 
2D or 3D possible. 
 

2. 2 Exterior maps of unique design. 
 
Location: Water Street entrance to building. 
Dimensions of each map: 3 feet wide by 2 feet high each. 
Concept: Interesting design (example – bird’s eye view) that is clear but colourful and creative: 
one of the area encompassing the Municipality of Pictou County indicating major roads and 
communities, and one of the Town of Pictou indicating prominent places and streets. The maps 
must be respectful and inclusive of the ancestral lands and names of indigenous communities. 
 
Form: Adobe Photoshop format at high resolution. To be printed on ceramic coated steel in full 
colour (by Committee). 
 

3. Large mural. 
 
Location: To be located on the bulkhead that runs above circulation desk. (See Appendix E for 
details.) 
Dimensions: 4 feet high by 60 feet wide curved band above circulation desk.  
Concept: Interesting design that is colourful and creative and represents all communities and 
cultures in Pictou, past and present. 
 
Form: Mural must be on removable panels. Architect will assist in 3D modeling this piece. 

 
4. Banners. 

 
Location: Up to 6 banners (dependent on size) to hang from ceiling in the Sunrise Reading Area. 
(See Appendix B for details). 
Dimensions: 3 feet x 5 feet  
Concept: Creative. 
 
Form: Original artwork to be created, scanned, and transferred to durable hanging material. 
Library staff have assisted in this process previously with the Flag Shop.  
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5. Fireplace surround. 
 
Location: Fireplace surrounding the electric fireplace opening. (See Appendix D for details). 
Dimensions: Fireplace immediately surrounding the opening and/or wall space around the 
Fireplace. 
Concept: A Celtic theme. 
 
Form: Handcrafted ceramic (or other composition) tiles of a durable nature, wood or stone 
carving, or other 3-dimensional piece. 
 

6. Series of 8 End of shelving panels 
 
Location: To be mounted at the end of each shelving bay run (8 in total). (See Appendix C for 
details). 
Dimensions: 64 inches high by 20 3/4 inches wide. Depth depends if mounted on existing panel 
or the work is the end panel (preferred). 
Concept: Each end panel can be a unique creation but all should create a theme. Suitable for 
several artists to collaborate. 
 
Form: Must be extremely durable material as could be bumped by strollers, book carts, etc. 
 

7. Children’s Area 
 
Location: Children’s area. (See Appendix B for details). 
Dimensions: Wall space. Up to 4 feet by 8 feet. 
Concept: One child envisioned this space with “Lots of rainbows.”. We would like to pick up on  
that theme of colour and imagination. 
 
Form: This would be a wall mounted piece above a 40-inch-high shelving unit. 
 

8. Piece for Community Technology Area. 
 
Location: Community Technology Area. (See Appendix B for details). 
Dimensions: Wall space is 6 feet wide by 4 feet high. 
Concept: Using technology to develop an interactive art piece for the public. 
 
Form: Audio / visual / or other digital piece. 
Requirement: Please include a maintenance plan for ongoing use of the piece if appropriate. 
 

9. Creative element. 
 
Location: Exterior and interior. 
Dimensions: Please refer to floor and elevation plans available at www.culturehubpc.ca.  
Concept: The purpose is to allow the artist or artisan to develop their own piece based upon the 
overall concept of the project. 
 
Form: To be determined by the artist or artisan.  
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There will be three stages in the selection of artists and artisans.  

Stage One:  

The applicant must submit the following in their Expression of Interest: 

1. Resume (1-2 pages maximum). 
2. Examples of relevant work (3-5 pieces maximum). 
3. Summary of how you would respond conceptually to the project including why this project 

interests you (2 pages maximum) 
4. Initial idea(s) for the work and should include likely proposed materials (1-2 pages per element). 
5. Estimated timeline and estimated budget (including installation if appropriate). 

Stage One Expressions of Interest will be assessed by the Review Panel on the following criteria: 

• Previous work and ability to undertake projects. 
• Relevance and appropriateness of proposed work to the Culture Hub Project and the themes 

mentioned above. 
• Degree of understanding of the specific project and its aim. 
• Evidence of carrying out a project in a timely manner and with diligence to the budget. 

 

Stage Two: 
 
After this assessment selected artists and artisans will be invited to undertake a design development 
process that will allow for a complete preparation of the work. $500 will be provided to undertake this 
process. The following will be expected as outcomes: 
 

1. A clear understanding of the work to be completed. 
2. Detailed explanation of the media and the style. 
3. Draft concept of the work including draft sketches, models, or samples that illustrate the work 

to be completed, including: 
- Detail of the material, technique, and if applicable the manufacture. 
- Detailed schedule of work. 
- Any applicable research. 
- Detail of installation and any ongoing maintenance. 
- All draft conceptual work will remain the property of the artist or artisan. 

4. Budget including installation if appropriate. 
5. A 20-minute presentation by the artist or artisan to the Review Panel if requested. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The Review Panel reserves the right for artists to move from Stage One to Stage Three 
without further assessment, should the artwork concepts provided in Stage One are sufficiently detailed 
for the committee to review and assess. *The Committee reserves the right to stop work at Stage Two. 

 
Stage Three: 
 
Artist or artisan will then be approved to begin work. Intellectual and artistic rights, as well as final price, 
payment schedule, and installation specifics, will be negotiated in Stage Three. The Project will be the 
owner of the work when complete.
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 Appendix A  

  



7 
 

Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
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Appendix E 
 

         
 


